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Dear parents, staff, and community members,
I hope you and your family are in good health and found ways to enjoy your time at home. As the situation with COVID-19 continues to evolve, I’m providing you an update on several school-related topics.
This is a long letter, so it may help to have a guide. Read below to learn more about:
School closures; School playgrounds; New terminology for remote learning; Types of school days; Changes in remote learning; Updated school schedule; New learning opportunities; Student grades; and Differentiation.
School Closures: As you probably heard, the Governor extended his “Stay at Home” order for Illinois through Thursday, April 30, which means schools will also remain closed for on-site learning through April 30 as well.
School Playgrounds:  As long as schools are closed, the school playgrounds are also closed.
New Terminology -  “Remote Learning”:  This past weekend, the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) gave us more guidance on how learning should look going forward until the end of our time away from on-site learning. One change of which I wanted to make you aware is the movement to the term, “Remote Learning.” ISBE is now officially calling these days Remote Days of Instructional Learning (or Remote Learning). They’re not calling them E-Learning days from this point on, as many schools and/or students across the state do not have the technology required. We will also now refer to them as Remote Learning Days to align with the State’s language.
What the Titles of the Days Mean: The State classified March 17-30 as “Act of God” days and don’t have to be made up at a later date. Starting Tuesday, March 31, the State is classifying all days missed as Remote Learning days, which means that Remote Learning has to be implemented on that day for it to count as an attendance day. Remote Learning Days, Remote Learning Planning Days, and Act of God Day will all count as actual student attendance days and do not have to be made up, so as of now, the school year will still end as planned.
The State has also provided each district with five Remote Planning Days to be built into the remaining school calendar. These are days where Remote Learning would not take place, and they would be used as staff development days for teachers to plan ahead, create lessons, and learn new tools. These days are reflected in the outline of dates below. It is suggested that families use these days to allow their children to catch-up on previous assignments, if needed.
Remote Learning (formerly E-Learning): Remote Learning is continuing to evolve, as we have more time to plan and adjust to this new form of teaching.  The schedule for April is included below:
April 6 - 9 Remote Learning Days
April 10 School Holiday (No School)
April 13 School Holiday (No School)
April 14 - 16 Remote Learning Days
April 17 Remote Planning Day (No New Remote Learning - Catch-up Day)
April 20 - 23 Remote Learning Days
April 24 Remote Planning Day (No New Remote Learning - Catch-up Day)
April 27 - April 30 Remote Learning Days
New Learning Opportunities: During this extended school closure, District 86 will continue to provide learning opportunities and support for our students. One of our goals is for students to make personal connections with peers and teachers through various activities, which may include pre-recorded video or video conferencing using remote meeting platforms such as Google Hangout Meets.
With any electronic platform, the use of a remote meeting platform creates potential privacy risks. Please note a prominent feature of remote meeting platforms is that participation may result in other individuals (e.g., parents, siblings) viewing students on these platforms. For this reason, we ask that parents limit their own and their family’s access to these platforms while a student is using the tool as much as possible. Further, the remote meeting platform may maintain, utilize or disclose student information for its own purposes in line with its terms of service, including product development or marketing purposes.
If you have any concerns regarding your child’s participation in remote meeting platforms or do not want your child to participate in this virtual resource, please contact Mrs. Borner.
Student Grades:  In alignment with ISBE’s recommendations, all assignments, assessments, and activities collected during Remote Learning Days will be graded using “Pass” or “Incomplete.”  Students will also receive a report card at the end of the school year with grades of “Pass” or “Incomplete.”   
Differentiation: It’s a hot word in education, and it basically means changing the curriculum, lesson, or activity for an individual or group of students in order for them to have a greater chance of learning or excelling at a topic. Differentiation takes on many forms, and is a key tool of the 21st century teacher.   
In the classroom, teachers are able to frequently assess students and modify activities for students in “real-time.” This is something that’s very difficult for a teacher to utilize during Remote Learning Days and even harder for a parent to manage at home. If your child is frustrated or needs a break, please adjust the scope of the assignment or shorten the amount of time your child engages in the activity. If you are unsure about what to prioritize, please reach out to your child’s teacher for guidance. Our teachers can also point you to resources for extending your child’s learning. 
Finally, in the history of education, we’ve seen plenty of changes. We’ve moved from one-room schoolhouses to schools of hundreds, from blackboards to white boards, from individual learning to collaboration, and have vastly increased opportunities for student voice and choice in the classroom. Yet with all of these changes, we’ve had one constant: the joy of working with students in person. As we all struggle with this new normal, I know our  educators will continue to be dedicated to our students.  We miss the students immensely and greatly look forward to the day when we can have them in our halls and classrooms once more.
I
 want to again thank our entire community for your cooperation, patience, and support as we learn new ways for delivering instruction and supporting student learning. We are grateful for your partnership.
Take care of yourself and each other,
 

Michael Maguire
Superintendent
Union Ridge School District 86
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